
Imagine your school has a portal to 
a radio channel that only children 
can access. No grown-ups are 
allowed. The children decide what 
to send through to the other side… 
where anyone can listen to their 
sounds, words and ideas. What will 
you share?

What could it mean to send 
your voice out into space? To 
communicate beyond your own 
sphere of experience?

Sonic Signals is a proposal for a new 
form of open ended infrastructure, 
conflating and connecting a primary 
school, an after school radio club, 
and an artist-led multiverse.

Responding to the particularities 
of working with Eastside Projects 
and Chandos Primary School as 
an Incidental Artist, Abbas Zahedi 
has developed a site-sensitive 
concept that proposes a new kind 
of relationship between the two 
organisations, opening a portal 
between them through which a 
potentially infinite loop of audio can 
be transmitted. 

From Friday June 2 recordings made 
by children will begin to move from 

the school into the gallery filling the 
main space with sound. Taking the 
form of messages, stories, interviews, 
ASMR sounds, poems, collective 
roars, affirmations, soundscapes and 
more, the children’s Sonic Signals 
recordings will come together as 
a dynamic, intuitive and non-linear 
audio collage, a looping structure that 
has emerged over the last six months 
in dialogue with a group of nine- 
and ten-year-olds who have been 
meeting weekly as an after-school 
Radio Club. 

Across May and June guest artists, 
poets and performers are working 
with each class in the school, using 
their own practices, and a series of 
open prompts developed by Abbas, 
as a starting point for workshops 
which will generate new collaborative 
recordings. Designed to give children 
the agency to think creatively 
about their environment and share 
thoughts, ideas and feelings, 
the prompts and tools Abbas is 
developing through this phase will 
become a set of cards and workshop 
formats for other children, staff, 
schools and artists to use to develop 
recordings that can become new 
Sonic Signals loops in the future.
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Abbas is working with Eastside 
Projects as an Incidental Artist, a 
programme of commissions which 
build on the legacy of the Artist 
Placement Group. We believe 
artists are catalysts. We are the 
dreamers and doers, collaborators 
and supporters, guests and hosts 
who work alongside communities 
to imagine and co-evolve our civic 
infrastructure. 

•

You are listening to 
Sonic Signals from

Radio Club
Ahmed, Azraah, David, Dhwani, 
Imaad, Mayah, Mossie, Tolu, Saara, 
Safa, Salamatu and friends

Daniel, Soheil, Norah, Mahi, Denys, 
Nadim, Narjes, Muhammed, 
Mohammed, Ibrahaim, Sarmad, 
Fatimah, Muhammed, Amaiyah, 
Ravya Aarav, Khemi, Diris, Ella, 
Hafsa, Aseel, Anshi, Rehab, Alicia, 
Shireen, Liyah, Sara, Shupriya, 
Mayss, Nasrudin, Ramin, Faheem, 
Kavontay, Arya, Tala, Joshua, Alice, 
Artie, Muhammad, Arhan, Mohamed, 
Alia, Surah, Mohammed, Rayan, 
Daryus, Fatima, Bonny, Mohammed, 
Paryan.

Iman, Abdikafi, Taha, Yahya, Ramah, 
Christina, Yasmeenah, Liviu, Carissa, 
Mohammed, D’Andre, Aryana, Reece, 
Marwaan, Amaan, Tanari, Omais, 
Sana, Anya, Ahmad, Faroug, Azraah, 
Yousef, Mayah, Sawsan, Daeem, 
Sareedo, Malik, Saadollah, Yome, 
Baboucar, Jeevita, Warisha, Zuhair, 
Mehek, Adhiba, Ahmed, Hamdy, 
Sagnik, Krystal, Shayan.

(to be continued…)


