
 
 

 
Radical Sabbatical 2027 
Artist Callout 
 
Artist Fee: £3500. Paid in two stages - £2750 paid at start of residency, £750 paid after final sharing 
event. 
 
+ Production Budget: £500. For travel and/or material costs. Claimed by submitting  invoices with 
receipts. 
 
Key Dates: 
 

●​ Tuesday 29 September, 2 – 4pm - Pre application information session and networking event  
for academics and artists. This event will be hosted on campus by University of Birmingham, 
with the option to join online. BOOK HERE 

●​ Friday 20 November, 11.59pm - Application deadline 
●​ Thursday 10 December - Interviews with shortlisted artists 
●​ January 2027 - Radical Sabbatical residencies begin 
●​ June/July 2027 - Final sharing event and evaluation 

 
About the Opportunity:  
 
Radical Sabbatical is a partnership between University Collections, University of Birmingham and 
Eastside Projects which offers the opportunity for two artists to each undertake a six-month 
residency at the University of Birmingham centred on research and development. Artists will be 
matched with one or more academics from the University and supported by regular 1-2-1 
conversations with staff in the University and Eastside Projects throughout the residency. 
 
You will find a list of academics who you can work with HERE 
 
Radical Sabbatical 2027 will take ideas of touch as a starting point. Touch is fundamental to how we 
understand and navigate the world but is increasingly mediated, restricted, enhanced and 
reimagined through different technologies. We are interested in receiving  proposals that interpret 
this theme from different starting points - potential areas of exploration include, but are not limited 
to:   
 

●​ Haptic and sensory experience   
●​ Embodied knowledge and learning   
●​ Disability, accessibility and inclusive design   
●​ Medical and healthcare perspectives on touch   
●​ Digital touch and technology   
●​ Materiality, making and craft   
●​ Touch, memory, emotion and relationships   
●​ Human and non-human forms of sensory connection 

 

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/cultural-attractions/university-collections
https://eastsideprojects.org/
https://eastsideprojects.org/projects/apply-now-radical-sabbatical-2027-residencies/


We are looking for proposals that embrace curiosity, experimentation and collaboration, which 
interrogate and interpret  academic research and pose new questions and ideas in creative and 
innovative ways. 
 
Structure:  
 
Selected artists will: 
 

●​ Undertake a period of research and development between January and May 2027, spending 
at least  14 days working on the project, the majority in Birmingham. 

●​ Take part in meetings with staff from both partner organisations between January and May 
to share progress. 

●​ Co-develop a final public event in June/July 2026. Radical Sabbatical’s emphasis is on inquiry 
and exchange rather than pre-determined outcomes, but each residency will culminate in a 
public sharing of R & D findings. The form this takes is open, and will be developed through 
conversations with staff from University Collections and Eastside Projects.   

●​ Take part in a reflective, end of project discussion with staff from University Collections and 
Eastside Projects designed to help us understand impacts, refine structure, support and 
process for future interactions and identify any additional outputs that could be developed 
collaboratively. This might include exhibitions, events, publications, prototypes, 
performances, workshops, funding applications or future project proposals.  
 

Artists will be paired with University of Birmingham academics whose research relates to the theme 
and the artist’s area of interest. Artists will be supported to spend time with researchers, build 
relationships, access relevant facilities and resources where appropriate, and develop their own 
response to what they find.  
 
Radical Sabbatical values openness, experimentation and critical curiosity. We encourage ambitious 
and imaginative approaches which engage thoughtfully with the residency theme and make 
meaningful connections between artistic and academic forms of enquiry.​
​
We hope this residency will extend the artistic and academic practice and in the longer term 
generate new works, ideas and approaches. We see the relationships developed as a key outcome 
of the residency, and hope that connections made will last beyond the programme. If a Radical 
Sabbatical produces ideas or projects which could be developed further, where possible we will 
support artists and academics to identify next steps towards making them happen. 
 
Eligibility 
  

-​ We welcome applications from artists working in any medium.  
-​ Artists should have at least 3 years professional experience, and a demonstrable portfolio of 

work. 
-​ Artists must be based in the UK, with the right to work here. 
-​ Artists should not be enrolled on an academic course, including a PHD. 

 
About the Partners 
 
University Collections brings expertise in research, collections, engagement and academic 
partnership, while Eastside Projects contributes extensive experience in supporting artists, 
commissioning new work and fostering experimental, research-led practice. Together, the 



partnership creates a framework for artists and academics to come together through shared 
enquiry, opening up new perspectives on research, creative practice and public engagement.  
 
University Collections is the University of Birmingham’s museum without walls. Responsible for 
more than 10,000 objects and artworks, each with their own fascinating story to tell. An accredited 
museum with a team of experts in curation, engagement and collections management, we balance 
the use and care of objects to connect people with collections, ideas and cultural experiences. In 
Spring 2027, University Collections will launch A Sculpture Park for Birmingham, a public collection 
of artwork spanning more than 250 years of making. 
 
Eastside Projects is an artist-run pluriverse, a Birmingham-based art organisation and space that 
commissions, produces and presents experimental contemporary art practices. For over fifteen 
years, Eastside Projects has supported artists through residencies, commissions, exhibitions, 
professional development and collaborative research projects. Working locally, nationally and 
internationally, since 2008 we have brought world-class art to our city, building a constellation of 
collaborators who, with us, explore and expand the role of the artist in public life and support our 
city and its citizens. 
 
How to Apply: 
 

-​ Please submit your application using our online form which you will find HERE. 
-​ We strongly advise you to prepare everything in advance, and then upload it to avoid losing 

information if anything glitches.  
-​ If you have any issues uploading your application please contact us on 

info@eastsideprojects.org. Please note we work Tuesday to Friday and work on multiple 
projects at once so try to avoid leaving questions to the very last minute! 
 

We would like you to submit the following, and no more: 
 

1.​ Your contact details (full name, address, email, phone number) 
 

2.​ An expression of interest which tells us why you are applying for a Radical Sabbatical and 
how you would approach the residency and respond to the theme of 'touch' with a focus on 
starting points and initial areas of interest. We do not expect you to have a fully formed 
plan, but are interested in why you want to do this residency in particular, what your starting 
points, research interests and methodology would be.  
 
You can submit this as either: 

-​ A text (max 500 words long) OR 
-​ A link to an audio or video recording (max four minutes long) 

 
3.​ Information on your current practice. This could be an artist statement, but if you would 

like to use another format feel free to. Submit this as either: 
-​ A text (max 250 words long) OR 
-​ A link to an audio or video recording (max 2 minutes long) 

 
4.​ A selection of recent work. Submit this as either: 

-​ 10 Images. Sent as a link to an online portfolio OR uploaded as a single PDF (max 
10MB). Please include an image list or captions which include title, dimensions, 
materials and year made. 

OR 

https://tally.so/r/GxVNrj


 
-​ A link to an online showreel or playlist (max 10 minutes long). Please note, if you 

send links to longer films we will still only watch the first ten minutes. 
-​ Make sure you send us any passwords and set sharing settings correctly - we don’t 

have capacity to follow up if links don’t work. 
 

5.​ An up-to-date CV 
 

6.​ A link to your website/online presence. We will look at this if we want to find out more 
after reviewing your selected material. 

 
7.​ Information about any access needs. 

-​ Please tell us about any Access Needs you have in relation to the interview process, 
and more broadly if you feel you want to share them at this stage. 

 
8.​ We would appreciate it if you would also complete our Equal Opportunities survey. This 

information is held separately from your application and helps us understand more about 
who the opportunity has reached. You will find it HERE 

 
FAQ’s  

Q: Do I work with just one academic?​
A: Your proposal should indicate who you would like to work with, this may be one academic, but 
could also include multiple academics and research projects. We imagine the strongest applicants 
will be able to articulate a clear throughline from your current practice to your ideas for the 
residency and the academic/s you want to collaborate with.  

Q: Can I work with an academic who is not listed here?​
A: Your application should focus on a collaboration with one or more of the listed academics. 
However we recognise you may want to make connections with other academics as the residency 
and your research evolves. We will support you to make these connections but cannot guarantee 
unlisted academics will be available or open to collaboration. 

Q: Should I know which academic or academics I want to work with? 

A: Yes, you should have an idea of what academics and research you would like to explore. While its 
not expected you will know the research inside out, you should start to make connections between 
academic research and your ways of working in your application.  

Q: How do I find out more about the academics? 

You will find links to information about all the academics on Eastside Projects' website. If you 
weren’t able to attend the Meet the Academics Pre Application Workshop you can request a copy of 
the event recording by emailing t.tighe@bham.ac.uk 

Q: Will I definitely be able to work with the academic I write into my application?​
A: Eastside Projects and University Collections will carefully match candidates during the selection 
process. While we will make every effort to support your proposal as submitted, flexibility may be 
needed to accommodate conflicting schedules and working commitments. 

Further Support 
 

https://forms.gle/Y2VpmNZdxsHhGmNcA


If you have any questions about the opportunity please contact Tara Tighe - t.tighe@ bham.ac.uk  
 
If you have any questions about the application process please contact info@eastsideprojects.org​
 


