OFFSITE CURATOR
0.8 FTE, £25,000 (£30,000 pro rata), 2 years fixed term contract
Closing date for applications is Sunday 4 February
We are seeking an exceptional individual who will play a major role in shaping and delivering
Eastside Projects’ offsite programme. This role offers the successful candidate an
opportunity to develop, manage and deliver ambitious projects and artists’ commissions in the
public realm in a wide range of settings.
You will work initially on projects including the Birmingham Big Art Project, Parklife (Banbury)
and a new residency and artist walks project in partnership with West Midlands Trains which
launches in Chelmsley Wood in 2018.
ABOUT EASTSIDE PROJECTS
Eastside Projects makes art public.
Eastside Projects is an artist run multiverse, commissioning, producing and presenting
experimental art practices and demonstrating ways in which art may be useful as part of
society. In partnership with Birmingham City University, Eastside Projects provides vital
infrastructure, supports best practice and works to expand the role of the artist run space.
Alongside imagining, testing and modelling a free public gallery, we are engaged in an
expanded range of public activities – we make art, curate exhibitions, programme events,
devise public art strategies, serve as commissioning agents, create production facilities,
produce public art projects, generate and apply research, develop talent, train future art
leaders and create structures to support artists locally, nationally and internationally. Our
highly successful ESP programme supports and exercises new models for artists and curators
to research, produce and thrive, and develops regional talent positioned in productive local
and national contexts with an international viewpoint.
Eastside Projects is a practice, a process and a tool. We believe in working collaboratively
towards change and do so to support the cultural growth of Birmingham. Our programming
aims to create active audiences by generating opportunities for deep engagement where
individuals have agency and are able to contribute and co-produce, rather than simply
consume culture. Since 2008 we have brought world class art to our city, now we want to
activate Birmingham as a centre for artistic production and create a new movement of artists
to live and work here; a constellation of practitioners who, with us, will explore and expand
the role of the artist in public life, support our city and contribute to its development.

MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES
Curation, project management and delivery of public realm commissions working with a range
of high profile and emerging artists to include;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Developing curatorial concepts
Writing artists briefs
Writing artists contracts
Project planning
Client/Stakeholder liaison
Project development and management of artists commissions (coordinating and
liaising with artists, technicians, fabricators, project stakeholders and clients)
Timeframe and key milestone planning
Responsibility for health and safety relating to programme delivery including writing
risk assessments and method statements, negotiation of licenses and permissions
Defining relevant evaluation frameworks
Budget management
Contribute to the preparation and writing of funding bids for the sustainability and
development of projects to trusts and foundations, local authorities and corporate
organisations
Management of installation/maintenance/de-installation of artist’s commissions
Management of launch events
Writing interpretation texts and marketing materials in consultation with clients and
project stakeholders
Developing/managing community engagement and consultation activities
Compiling and writing evaluation documents and reports

PERSON SPECIFICATION
With experience in curating and delivering artist-led projects and commissions you will have
an excellent understanding and knowledge of contemporary art practice, particularly in
relation to working in the public realm. You will have strong critical thinking skills with a
focused and methodical approach to work and excellent attention to detail. You will be an
agile problem solver who is willing to share knowledge and support learning across our small
team.
EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE
•
•
•
•
•

Excellent knowledge of, and a keen interest in, contemporary art
Minimum of three years experience in curating and/or work in the public realm
Demonstrable experience of successfully working with private and public sector
clients eg developers, councils to deliver public artworks and projects
Demonstrable experience of managing budgets
Experience of working across whole projects and within small, multi-tasking teams.

SKILLS
•

Excellent project planning and management skills

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flexible, creative and innovative approach to work
Excellent interpersonal skills including tact and diplomacy
Ability to build and manage productive working relationships with colleagues, external
partners and individuals
Excellent organisational and administrative skills
Ability to work to tight deadlines and maintain a calm, ordered approach
Ability to work occasional evenings and weekends as required
Demonstrable experience of fundraising

EMPLOYMENT TERMS
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Offsite Curator will report to the Director
The role is 0.8 FTE, four days a week on a two year fixed term contract, which has the
potential to be extended as new projects are developed
Salary: £25,000 p/a (£30,000 pro rata)
28 days holiday per annum including bank holidays
Probationary period of 6 months
Notice 2 months (1month during probationary period)

APPLICATION PROCESS
Application is by CV and covering letter outlining your interest in the post and detailing how
your experience meets its requirements. Please submit your application by email to
jobs@eastsideprojects.org marking the email ‘Offsite Curator Application’ in the subject
heading.
We would appreciate it if you would also return a completed Equal Opportunities Monitoring
form with your application, but this is optional.
Closing date for applications is Sunday 4 February
Interviews are planned for Friday 16 February

