Eastside
[.--] a study hall; a place of safety; a confessional booth; a theatre space; Projects
a venture for knitting and book clubs; an information hub for people trying
to find a long lost relative or a job. On most days, the library is all of these.
Motunrayo Akinola, Japhet Dinganga, Jessie Tam.

8 March — 5 July 2025
Central Library, Coventry and Eastside Projects, Birmingham.
These
surfaces
edges,
corridors,
windows,
coordinates,
and traces
holding,
performing,
exist(ing),
vanish(ing),
acting as something other,
or becoming something else.
Where the nightclub becomes a Library,
a roundabout becomes a site of revolution,
a table becomes an altar,
the carpark becomes a stage,
and when my bus ride becomes my studio,
meant for waiting and standing but now holding
my stones,

these public spaces, these half-seen, half-spoken
things made to be one thing, but unfixed,

placeholding, tracing, dusting and gathering,

unfolding into
these loose fitting forms.
This project started with a Library; a starting point around public spaces, thinking between Coventry
Central Library and Eastside Projects as surfaces for collective memory, re-imagination, and rehearsing.

This exhibition will look at the Library space as a loose fitting structure. A surface which is more than its
prescribed notion of a place to ‘borrow books’. As many free public spaces close down, the Library is a
place that is adaptable, and supportive of other functions. The Library now becomes “a study hall; a
place of safety; a confessional booth; a theatre space; a venture for knitting and book clubs; an
information hub for people trying to find a long lost relative or a job. On most days, the library is all of
these.” (from Chris Paling, Reading Allowed, 2017).

The Library is All of These, includes works by Motunrayo Akinola, Japhet Dinganga, and Jessie Tam at
Eastside Projects, with new work by Japhet at Central Library, commissioned from a Library-led brief,
reflecting on the past histories of the Library space as The Locarno Ballroom and Tiffany’s nightclub.

Curated by Lucy Grubb.



List of Works 07.03.2025

Locations:
Eastside Projects, 86 Heathmill Lane, Digbeth, B9 4AR (Free! Everybody welcome!)
Central Library, Smithford Way, Coventry, CV1 1FY (Free! Everybody welcome!)

Japhet Dinganga

Tiffany’s Lobby, 2025
Wooden board, laser etching
110.5x39.5¢cm

Reflection Sink, 2025
Mirror, paper, stickers, school desk
Variable size

Tower Club, 2025
Cement brick, fabric, books
Variable size

Motunrayo Akinola
Grandma'’s (gl)ceiling, 2023
6/8 panels, cardboard, concrete, Victorian wallpaper.

Jessie Tam
It has to be apart\ it has to be alone, 2022

Pencil, coloured pencil, pastel, charcoal, marker on tracing paper

and glassine envelope
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Pencil and pastel on glassine envelope
23 x30cm

W E




