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THE BACKGROUND

@ Artists and creative practices are seen
as drivers for urban regeneration.

® Art and culture ks seen as a marker for
tle pregress and success «f communities
and cities.

@ Artists are now working kn a vastly
expanded fleld, seme directly addressing
major socketal questions ¢f vur tfime, and
acting in collaboration with many ¢tler areas
of creativity, theught and commerce.

@ Artists know tlat tle way to solve a
problem Xs to begin. With eack action tle
next step will present itself.

@ Artists play an kmportant rele in knjecting
Vitalkty knte thle world we lkve in.

@ Bekng an artistis ajob. The work o

an artist Ls key to a Lealtly soclety. As

a key worker an artist ks well placed to

find solutiens to creating more equitable
cemmunities.

® Artists are als¢ citizens, Lave families,
and very «ften struggle t¢ make ends meet.
® Artists are ¢«ften more nomadic — mere
»kllkng and able t¢ move arcund. However,
tley alse still require security (and
stability).

@ Like otlerkey workers artists are
suffering frem a lack of suttable and
afferdable loeuses to rent or swn. Heusing
ks key to creating security, tlus enabling
creativity, bullding better communities and
transforming cities into vital and diverse
wlaces.

@ Tleunique ways kn wlich artists
approack problems, aleng with tlekr intrinsic
stake kn t s issue, may preduce innovative

solutions.

WHO WE ARE

® We are an artist led researc\ and
develspoment project locking to create
tangible sclutions tn tle area of Llousing.
@ We belleve t lat artists play a valuable
rele kn communtities, bringing vitality and
engendering positive clange.

@ We are using lousing for artists as our
starting peint, asking — wlat do tley need
and wlat solutlons can tley offer?

@ We belleve t\at by addressing tle
question of artists’ Lousing we may provide
a starting poknt for wider clange.

AREA= OF ENQUIRY

We Lave tdentified twe areas of
knvestigation wit,in tle complex fleld «f
arcAltecture, Lousing, city planning and
regeneratien:

PLACEMENT

Large new areas of Llousing are currently
wlanned. Tlese residential develcpments
lack any strategy t¢ enceurage artists to [ive
and work witAin tlem. We propose to devels
sppertunities to place artists’ Llouses

(tAat s Louses designed by artists and

for artists to live kn), and tlerefore artists,
knte new large scale areas «f Lleusing
develspoment. By making use «f existing
cenditions on developers to provide an art-
content witAin new develepments we can fund
tle realisation of tAks strategy.

REGENERATION

@ Locking arcund tle city tlere are many
empty plots of land, tle cwners of wlic)
Lave long term plans for, but ne medium term
use for.

@ We prepose to utilise tlese empty
urban sites, owned privately or by the city
and avaklable tn tLe medium term (arsund
five years), to develep a Llousing system
(bethintle plysical sense as well as kn an
srganisaticnal sense) tlat can temporarily
sccupy tlese sites and Louse artists and
creatives.

@ Tlis would offer an copertunity to tle
landewner to begin tle regeneration of tlelr
skte and surreundings, witlout tykng up tle
land in tle leng term.

@ [t weuld alse provide artists witlh
afferdable bespoke Lousing and studie
factlities, wit,in a new [tke-minded
community, kn tle Leart of tle city.

@ [t would offer artists tle security «f &
fixed term lease ¢f arcund five years, and
tle possibility te move onte anctler site,
tnte a new Llouse, at tle end of tle term ¢
tle lease.

® It would necessitate tle develoromen’r of

@ O

a [kglt’ bullding system. One tlat is [kglt
on kts contact wiktd the greund, light inuse of
materials and [kglt in cost. Materials would
only be required to perform in tle medium
term, allowing new ways «f t inking to be
knvestigated with regard to Lousing design
and butld.

@ Tleidea of medium term Llousing and a
more nemadic appreack to lkving, backed up
by affordable rents, long fixed term leases,
security «f future tenancy, and quality,
[RgLt’ and suktable accommodation, could
grow knte a new way of appreacking Low we
[tve kn tLe twenty-first century.

OUR APPROACH

@ Artists know tlat the way to selve a
oroblem Xs to begin.

@ Witk eack action tle next step will
oresent itself.

STAGE 1

@ We prepose to begin by buklding a Leuse
tlat will act as a metaplor for wlat we want to
aclleve and a gatlering poknt areund wAich
kdeas and strategies can be voiced. Tle Louse
will be tle first kteration of wlat an artists’
Louse for Birminglam could and s lould be,
buklt as & full-scale medel within tle gallery,
and designed for an actual plet of land tn
tle lecal vicknity. It will embedy the netion
of ‘[kgltness’ and will act as & plysical

and cenceptual framework knte wlick otler
artists and tAinkers can lay tlekr ideas.

@ Duringits three montd peried intle gallery
tle artists’ Louse will Lost & programme
designed te bring different velces and
kdeas to tle table. It will open witl & special
dinner, bringing tle future key players in

t s endeavour t¢ tle table at tle same time
kn & mement of genercus Lospitality.

STAGE 2

T Le second Kteration of tle Louse will be
oresented in & public arena (possibly
Selfridges), «ffering ttself up for comments

frem a wider constituent.

STAGE 3

Tle first werking prototype of tle artists’
Louse will be bullt ¢n tle actual plet of land.
An artist tenant will move tn and live tlere
for the duration of tle lease ontle land.
Tlough this first artfists’ Louse will not offer
a sustainable financial medel, U wikll tAreugl
tle actual ‘detng’ of it — tle meclanics of
srgantsing, funding, building and leasing
tAls first Loeme — take us to the point wlere
we lave tle knowledge to do so next tkme.

STAGE 4

S’ra\ges 1-3 are designed te find answers t¢ tle
questicns we Lave set surselves and t¢ bring
interested partners to us. S’ra\ge 4 s about
outting s Lat we Lave learnt and devel<>roed tnte
oractice — \A,<>r|<1ng art Ak develoroers to rola\ce
artists Louses within thetr develoromen’rs and
\A,<>r|<1ng st h landewners and financial partners
to develoro medium term cemmunities «f artists’
,'\<>u51ng on curren’rlj/ unused urban sites.



