
dirty nails (les ongles noirs) and Idols of 
Mud and Water
Exhibition Access Guide 



There are currently two exhibitions open at Eastside Projects. 

dirty nails (les ongles noirs) is in the main gallery - you walk straight 
into this space when you enter the building. 

Idols of Mud and Water is in the second gallery - the doorway to 
this space is at the far end of the right hand wall of the gallery up a 
short corridor. 

Both exhibitions are wheelchair accessible. Chairs are available in 
both spaces and at the front of the building if you need to rest.

Support dogs are welcome in the gallery. Sorry but we do not let 
other dogs in the space unless you can carry them.

If you are visually impaired please talk to a member of staff who will 
be happy to guide you through the work. They can also offer an 
audio description.

Large format and audio versions of written material are available on 
the front desk.

Every Wednesday we have Access Afternoons where we lower the 
sound.



What can you expect? 

dirty nails (les ongles noirs)

● dirty nails (les ongles noirs) consists of a large mound of soil 
which fills the main gallery, rising to its highest point in the far 
left corner of the space. You are invited to go on the soil which 
has an uneven surface. 

● In the soil are three low ceramic vessels which are held off the 
ground by metal frames. Sometimes they are used to burn 
incense so they get warm. If you have low or no vision take care 
as there is little colour contrast between them and they are 
easy to trip over. A member of staff will be happy to guide you.
If you are visiting with children please make sure they do not 
touch the vessels.

● There are other objects on the soil including a large tree 
branch, a sticky bag laying in a puddle of molasses and two 
bowls. 

● On your left as you walk in is a large mat with lots of books in 
the centre surrounded by low cushions. You are invited to sit 
down and read the books. There are black folding chairs 
leaning against the walls which you can use if you do not want 
to sit at floor level.

● Throughout the gallery you will hear an abstract soundtrack 
which is made from layered sound recordings. The sound is 
mostly at a low level but at certain points gets louder. It is 
regularly punctuated by the sound of a woman clapping which 
comes from Bronwyn Katz’s video which is on a screen to the 
right of the space.

● Another video is playing on a screen to your left as you walk in. 
This has no sound.



● A member of staff can audio describe the videos for you - 
please just ask the person on the front desk.

● The installation is almost entirely wheelchair/physically 
accessible, except for the higher points of the soil where 
wheels will sink in and so there is a risk of getting stuck.

● You will find an audio version of the exhibition guide at 
https://eastsideprojects.org/stream/dirty-nails-les-ongles-noirs
-exhibition-audio-guide/

Idols of Mud and Water

● There is low lighting in this exhibition. Please take care and 
allow your eyes time to adjust. If it is too dark please just speak 
to the member of staff on the front desk and they will turn 
more lights on.

● In the space is a large wooden structure on which stand about 
100 small terracotta sculptures, and two larger ones

● These works are fragile, so take care moving through the space 
and keep support dogs close by. Staff may ask you to leave 
large bags or rucksacks outside the room. 

● You will find an audio version of the exhibition guide at 
https://eastsideprojects.org/stream/ramesh-mario-nithiyendra
n-idols-of-mud-and-water/

Please ask the member of staff on the desk if you need any other 
assistance or further advice. If you have any feedback about your 
experience drop us an email on info@eastsideprojects.org


