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Ondreicka's project, Symposion, which was a salon-style evening
of events and performances on Saturday night, during which a
selection of artists and writers (dressed in togas and false
moustaches) were invited to reimagine Plato's Symposium and to
give a speech in praise of love. Emily Roysdon encouraged the
audience to act as a human megaphone, by suggesting that they
spontaneously repeated words after her, as she spoke of love and
bravery; poet Karl Holmqvist sung a strangely moving, almost
toneless, song, his voice reminiscent of a computer raking over
ballads and trying to process them, and writer Jan Verwoert gave
a short lecture, informed by psychoanalysis, on the failure of boymeets-girl romances before switching to a hopeful take on failure,
demonstrated in the transformation of Bob Dylan's cruel break-up
ballad "It Ain't Me Babe", into something beautiful and strangely
freeing when performed several times over by Johnny Cash and
June Carter, throughout their long, difficult relationship.
Continuing the "covers theme", the evening ended with
Ondreicka's collection of seemingly hundreds of covers of Joy
Division's "Love Will Tear Us Apart", which went on into the
night.
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