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Spectator Y: This could perhaps be regarded as sculpture; my own analytical procedures may be
inappropriate here: they rely a good deal on Panofsky’s notions of tri-stratified subject matter.
Spectator X: The thing is too discursive and convoluted. This is partly due to formal/ functional
equivocity.
Y: It is also iconologically opaque. That is not to say that one can’t account for it, iconologically
significant accounts and “ordinary” ones aren’t necessarily mutually exclusive.
X: The bulb, for instance, is “climactic.” The electromagnetic aspect gets in the way more. There
is a lack of specificity.
Alien: I am not clear what the criteria of individuation are for sculpture. I can observe the waves
directly – you can’t. If you have to use instruments, etc. – and various logical operations, do you
thereby obscure the possibilities of singling the thing out essentially? Your singling-out
procedures appear to be macroscopic. You have no adequate “ordinary vocabulary” for dealing
with such things as “lines of force.”
X: Robert Morris has written that the size-range of useless three-dimensional things is a
continuum between the ornament and the monument. Sculpture has generally been thought of
as those objects not at the polarities but falling between them.
Alien: The waves are highly linear much like the dotted lines in the diagram in the catalogue
indicate; would these be called three-dimensional things?
X: I doubt it.
Excerpt from Art & Language, Lecher System, Studio International, Vol. 180, No. 924
(July/August, 1970).
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